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Some of Our Greatest Athletes Were Veterans 
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With the Fall season upon us, we think of football, 
the baseball playoffs and world series.  Did you ever think of 
some sports legends are really military heroes that preceded 
their careers?   
 

Warren Spahn, the winningest left-handed pitcher in 
major league history, received a battlefield commission in 
1945.  He played first base for the Buffalo City Athletic Club 
in 1939 & 1940.  The Boston Braves signed the young left-
hander for $80 a month in 1940. He was sent to Europe in 
December 1944 with the 1159th Engineer Combat Group's 
276th Engineer Combat Battalion.  Spahn found himself in 
the Battle of the Bulge and described it with these words, 
"We were surrounded in the Hertgen Forrest ….. Our feet 
were frozen when we went to sleep and they were frozen 
when we woke up. We didn't have a bath or change of 
clothes for weeks."  Staff Sergeant Spahn received a Bronze 
Star, Purple Heart and a battlefield commission as a second 
lieutenant. 
 

Tom Landry, head coach of the Dallas Cowboys.  
The Hall of Fame coach is known for his fedora and 
thousand-yard stare, but 19-year-old Tom Landry had bigger 
things on his mind during World War II. Landry flew 30 
missions and survived a crash in Belgium after an attack on 
Czechoslovakia. 
 

Eddie LeBaron, the 5-foot-9, 168-pound 
quarterback, played for the Redskins and Cowboys from 
1952 through 1963. Surviving an expansion team was not 
LeBaron's biggest challenge. “The Little General" spent nine 
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months at the front during the Korean conflict and was 
twice wounded. In a hard-fought battle at Korea's 
Heartbreak Ridge, LeBaron left cover under heavy fire 
to contact the forward observation post of a mortar 
platoon, in sight of the enemy. After an assaulting rifle 
platoon in his area lost its commander, he took charge 
and resumed the attack. For his heroic efforts, he was 
awarded the Bronze Star. 
 

Rocky Bleier suffered severe injuries to both 
legs during an attack in which he was subject to gunfire 
and grenade blasts. Doctors told him he'd never play 
football again, but he spent years after the war working 
like crazy to prove them wrong. The Steelers added him 
to the active roster in 1972. He rushed for over 1,000 
yards in 1976, and he retired as the team's fourth-most 
prolific rusher. 
 

Yogi Berra served in the US Navy during 
World War II. In February 1944, he sailed for the British 
Isles on the USS Bayfield, where he was as a gunner's 
mate on board a rocket-launching landing craft in the D-
Day invasion at Omaha Beach, "It was just like a Fourth 
of July celebration," he later recalled. Berra also served 
in North Africa and Italy.  
 

Final Salute 	  	  
Benedict G. Crisiana  
Cornelius V. Robbin 
Raymond J. Roohan Jr. 
 



	   	  

From The Commander 
Fellow Legionnaires, Son’s, and Auxiliary 

Members. I hope everyone had a safe and a restful 
summer break.  
 

As summer closes and we move into the 
autumn season, I would like to thank you for the 
opportunity to serve as commander of the N.A. 
Blanchard Post. I look forward to the challenges of 
the position and continuing to support Legion’s 
mission of “mentoring youth and sponsorship of 
wholesome programs in our communities, advocating 
patriotism and honor, promoting strong national 
security, and continued devotion to our fellow service 
members and veterans”.  

 
Service is an overarching element of the 

Legion’s mission, I would like to make it the 
foundation for my term as Commander.  
 

I have no doubt that the Blanchard Post, our 
post, is the best in the Capital Region. It’s not about 
the location or the building, it’s about our members. 
We are what makes “The Post” great.  

 
I thank you for the opportunity to serve as 

Commander and I look forward to seeing everyone at 
our Welcome Back Party on September 7th.  
 
For God and Country, 

 
Jeremy Martelle, Commander  
American Legion 
N.A. Blanchard Post #1040 
 

Legion Officers 
Commander ........................ Jeremy Martelle, Sr. 
1st Vice Cmdr. .................................... Al Hofaker 
2nd Vice Cmdr. ................................. Scott Anson 
3rd Vice Cmdr. ................................ Chris Massie 
Adjutant ........................................... Mike Kanuk 
Finance Officer .............................. Joe Vandeloo 
Chaplain ........................................... Ralph Rahm 
Sergeant-at-Arms ......................... Lyle Maddock 
Compliance Officer ......................... Steve Riedel 
Judge Advocate .............................. Larry Justice 
Service Officer .......................................... Vacant 
Historian ................................................... Vacant 
 

2	  

Breakfast	  Buffets	  are	  Open	  to	  the	  Public.	  
Please	  spread	  the	  word!!!	  



	  Sons of the Legion News 
Welcome back all members. I hope your summer 

was a great one. We have much hard work ahead this year. 
The Son's will be putting on many events.  

 
Hope you enjoyed the clambake and we look 

forward to seeing you at the Welcome Back party. First 
meeting is September 10 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Butch Levine, Commander 
 

Sons of the American Legion 
‘Paying Tribute to Service of Our Fathers’ 

SAL Officers 
Commander ................................... Butch Levine 
1st Vice Cmdr. .................................. Bob Wagner 
2nd Vice Cmdr. ............................... Wes Hotaling 
3rd Vice Cmdr. ..................................... John Rees 
Adjutant .......................................... Don Guertze 
Treasurer ....................................... Mike Giacone 
Chaplain ....................................... John Osterhout 
Sergeant-at-Arms ................................ Eric Swett 
Historian ................................ Mathew Wilcenski 
 

Legion Auxiliary News 
I hope your summer was enjoyable and without 

incident.  I am looking forward to 2014 & 2015.  Another 
year as your President with the same officers and we hope 
you will support us as you have in the past.   

 
Harriet Minick, Marcia Turner and I attended the 

convention in Albany in July. We have been assessed an 
additional 13 members this year.  We now need to recruit 
to meet our quota of 164 members.  Remember to send in 
our dues of $25 to help us meet our 100% membership.   

 
Please continue to save manufacturers’ coupons, 

tabs and box tops for education.  Please report them at our 
meeting.  Cash register receipts for schools are also 
important.  Please tell us what your total donations are 
each month.  I recently received a thank you note from a 
military family member telling me she saved $4,000 using 
our coupons and spending only $400 over a year period.  
This was very enlightening, rewarding and makes our 
couponing a worthy program. 

   
Please bring ideas for fund raising to our first 

meeting on Tuesday September 9, 2014.  Due to Labor 
Day weekend, we moved the meeting forward one week   

 
 Rose Ann Lohrey  President 
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SUPPORT	  OUR	  TROOPS	  
Please remember to support our troops on 
active duty assignment.  The soldiers listed 

below are local soldiers or extended family of 
Post 1040.  Please take a minute to send them a 

card today. 
 

From Glenmont: 
PV2 CHRISTOPHER GILIBERTO 

2nd Platoon A-Co. 2-34 AR 1ID 
Camp Buehring, Kuwait 

APO AE 09330 
	  

President ................................... Roseann Lohrey 
Vice President .............................. Harriet Minick 
Treasurer .......................................... Tracy Risko 
Secretary .................................... Dale Lukatschat 
 

Auxiliary Officers 

Many	  events	  at	  the	  Blanchard	  Post	  require	  reservations.	  	  
Your	  cooperation	  in	  making	  timely	  reservations	  allows	  
event	  organizers	  to	  prepare	  the	  right	  amount	  of	  food	  and	  

set-‐up	  the	  right	  amount	  of	  tables	  and	  chairs.	  
Thank	  You!	  



September 2014 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 
  

Labor 
Day 

 
 

    

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
 

Welcome Back 
Party 

5-7pm 

 
Legion Meeting 

7:30pm 

 
Auxiliary Meeting 

7pm 

Sons of the 
Legion Mtg-7pm 
Queen of Hearts 
Drawing at 7pm 

   

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
 

NFL 
Football 

   
Queen of Hearts 
Drawing at 7pm 

   
Karaoke 

8pm 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
 

NFL 
Football 

   
Queen of Hearts 
Drawing at 7pm 

 
Shuffleboard 

Meeting 
7pm 

  

28 29 30     
Breakfast Buffet 

9am-Noon 
======== 

NFL Football 

 
Brd of Directors 

Meeting  
7pm 

     

 



October 2014 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 
    

 
 

Shuffleboard 
League 

7pm 

  

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
 

NFL 
Football 

 
Legion Meeting 

7:30pm 

 
Auxiliary Meeting 

7pm 

Sons of the 
Legion Mtg-7pm 
Queen of Hearts 
Drawing at 7pm 

 
Shuffleboard 

League 
7pm 

  
20 Week Club 

Dinner 
5:00 pm 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
 

NFL 
Football 

 
Columbus 

Day 

  
Queen of Hearts 
Drawing at 7pm 

 
Shuffleboard 

League 
7pm 

 Mohegan Sun 
Bus Trip  

========== 
Karaoke 

8pm 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
 

NFL 
Football 

   
Queen of Hearts 
Drawing at 7pm 

 
Shuffleboard 

League 
7pm 

  

26 27 28 29 30 31  
Breakfast Buffet 

9am-Noon 
======== 

NFL Football 

 
Brd of Directors 

Meeting  
7pm 

  
Queen of Hearts 
Drawing at 7pm 

 
Shuffleboard 

League 
7pm 

  

 



	  	  	  Editor’s Corner 
Please join me in welcoming Frank DeSorbo to 

the staff of the Ten-Forty Times.  Frank is a relatively new 
member of the Sons of The American Legion.  Many of 
you know Frank from his hard work as the Capital 
Region’s President of Patriot Flight Program.  I thank 
Frank for stepping up to assume this post. 

 
We have converted the Ten-Forty templates into a 

Microsoft Word format, which will make completing the 
bi-monthly task easier.  As we work together to perfect the 
templates, it will become easier for others to step up and 
work with Frank in providing valuable content. 

 
I will continue to work closely with Frank until I 

turn over all the pens and paper to him in 2015.  As we 
move forward, I’d love to see another person step up and 
work with Frank.  An easy job for someone to take over 
right now is the preparation of the calendar pages.  

 
Let’s continue the tradition of having the best 

newsletter of any Legion Post in the USA.  Join the team! 
 
  Barry E. Bedrosian 
  Editor 
 

iHeart Radio’s 
Show Your Stripes 

iHeartRadio’s Show Your Stripes is a community initiative 
launched by Clear Channel Communications to generate 
awareness around the issue of veteran unemployment, 
encourage businesses to hire skilled veterans and help 
those transitioning out of the military to find jobs. 
  
iHeartRadio.com/ShowYourStripes provides valuable 
resources from the most trusted sources and offers a 
customized user experience for veterans, businesses and 
supporters. 
  
Veterans: Find ideal civilian employment opportunities 
and gain access to thousands of employers committed to 
seeking veterans for positions all over the world. 
  
Businesses: Connect with transitioning military veterans 
on their road to civilian employment. 
  
Supporters: Join the movement in support of hiring 
veterans and find valuable resources about what you can 
do to positively impact the growing issue of veteran 
unemployment. 
 
Go To: 

www.iHeartRadio.com/ShowYourStripes 
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20	  Week	  Club	  Dinner	  
Saturday,	  October	  11	  

(Reservations	  are	  required	  for	  members	  &	  non-‐members)	  

Cocktails	  at	  5pm	  w Dinner	  at	  6:30pm	  
Drawings	  and	  Raffle	  to	  follow	  

$20	  for	  non-‐members	  

I would like to thank all the Legion, Auxiliary, and Sons 
members who volunteered to hand out poppies the week 
before Memorial Day.  This group effort made the Poppy 
Program a huge success!  Distributing poppies elevates 
community awareness and respect of those who sacrificed 
their lives and health to keep our nation free.   Handing out 
poppies is also an extremely rewarding experience.  People 
love to share their stories of friends and family that 
served.  Why not participate next year?  Thanks again! 

Maryann Enrico 
Poppy Chair 

Thank You! 



	   	   	  

From The Chairman 
     I hope everyone had a nice summer and you are looking 
forward to the fall.  A good deal was accomplished over the 
summer.  The lounge renovations and downstairs ladies room 
are finished.  Our next projects include the upstairs ladies 
room, painting the upstairs and new carpet in the foyer.  Your 
support and contributions are always greatly appreciated. 
 
     The Mohegan Sun trip is Saturday, October 18th and one 
bus is full.  The second bus is filling up quickly so make your 
reservations now.  Please pay for trip as soon possible.  We are 
working on a Mohegan Sun trip for April 2015 and it may be 
an overnight trip of Saturday to Sunday.  Paul Roberts is 
working on a cruise through Alaska in August of 2016. Trip 
details and prices will become available when finalized.  
Payment plans will be offered therefore you will have almost 2 
years to pay for the trip. 
 
     The welcome back party is scheduled for Sunday September 
7 and it is very important to make a reservation.  Our host and 
Commander Jeremy Martelle and I will introduce a new game 
of chance, called ‘The Queen of Hearts’.  It is an exciting game 
and the jackpot can grow to $50,000.  Raffle tickets are only a 
dollar and you may buy as many as you’d like.   The 
commander opens the bar at 5:00 pm. There will be plenty of 
shrimp for everyone but we need a count of how many people 
are coming.  Please bring a dish so we may have quite a 
variety.  Let us know what you are bringing.  Make your 
reservations and hope to see you there. 
 

 
Phil Giacone,  
Chairman of the Board 

September 19th is POW/MIA 
Recognition Day 

  Nelson was a Veteran of  WW II and was on a bomber 
over Germany in August 1944.  Nelson told this story to 
his friend one day.  His plane had serious mechanical 
problems and the crew needed to bail out.  All survived the 
jump from 22,000 feet.  Nelson asked his friend a question, 
“What is worse, POW or MIA?"   There really is no right 
or wrong answer only a deep seated emotion when you 
think of it.  His friend thought of it and said, “I guess MIA, 
there is no finality to it, you could always remain missing”.   
 
Nelson explained his position. “When you are MIA you 
don’t know where or when you will sleep or eat and you 
trust nobody.  We all lived with fear but this was even 
different.  However I am forever grateful to the French 
Resistance.”  
 
Nelson invited his friend to his room and on the wall were 
three framed pictures. One was him in his WW II uniform; 
another was a group shot with his crew in front of their 
bomber plane.  The third was the original postcard sent to 
his parents stating that your son was MIA.   
 
His friend was speechless and felt such emotion that 
overwhelmed him.   
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Welcome New Members 
Legion –  Carmen F. Barretta,  Sean M. Conway, 
Thomas L. Griswold III,  Allen Hicks,   
Isaac F. Lonon, Michael D. Maher, Frank R. Muller,  
Leslie G. St Lawrence and William D. McCormick 
 
SAL – Mike Deorocki, Brandon Haase, Robert 
Cassidy, John Vendetti, Lyle Maddock, Bennie Lupi, 
Brian Dewey, Rodrick Willi and Steven Dumers  
      
    
 
 

Board of Directors 
Cliff Thompson Dick Drew 
Joe Vandeloo George Decker 
Jeremy Martelle Mark Wahl 
Mike Kanuk Steve Riedel 
Al Hofaker Larry Justice 
               Phil Giacone, Chairman  
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