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The American Legion - Nathaniel Adams Blanchard Post 1040 - Delmar NY

Christmas Truce of 1914
The Christmas Truce (French: Trêve de Noël) was
a series of widespread, unofficial ceasefires that took place
along the Western Front around Christmas 1914
during World War I. Through the week leading up to
Christmas, parties of German and British soldiers began to
exchange seasonal greetings and songs between their
trenches. On occasion, the tension was reduced to the point
that individuals would walk across to talk to their opposite
numbers bearing gifts.
On Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, many
soldiers from both sides—as well as, to a lesser degree,
from French units—independently ventured into "no man's
land", where they mingled, exchanging food and souvenirs.
As well as joint burial ceremonies, several meetings ended in
carol-singing. Troops from both sides were also friendly
enough to play games of football with one another.
The Truce is often seen as a symbolic moment of
peace and humanity amidst one of the most violent events of
human history. It was not ubiquitous; in some regions of the
front, fighting continued throughout the day, while in others,
little more than an arrangement to recover bodies was made.
In the early months of immobile trench warfare, the
Truces were not unique to the Christmas period. It reflected
a growing mood of "live and let live". Infantry units in close
proximity to each other would stop overtly aggressive
behavior, and often engage in small-scale fraternization,
engaging in conversation or bartering for cigarettes. In some
sectors, there would be occasional ceasefires to allow
soldiers to go between the lines and recover wounded or dead
comrades, while in others, there would be a tacit agreement
not to shoot while men rested, exercised, or worked in full

view of the enemy.
The following year, a few units again arranged
ceasefires with their opponents over Christmas, but the
Truces were not nearly as widespread as in 1914. This was,
in part, due to strongly worded orders from the high
commands of both sides prohibiting such fraternization. In
1916, after the unprecedentedly bloody battles of the
Somme and Verdun and the beginning of widespread poison
gas use, soldiers on both sides increasingly viewed the other
side as less than human. No more Christmas Truces were
sought.
The Christmas Truces were particularly significant
due to the number of men involved and the level of their
participation – even in very peaceful sectors, dozens of men
openly congregating in daylight was remarkable. The Truces
of 1914 honored on or before the Christmas period that year
are remembered today with much sympathy.
!!!!!!!!!!!!!Taken from Wikipedia

!"#$"%&'()*+,"&*-.%*/012*
3%"*4.5*6,"7**89":&"*):;*<.6:;=*
Final Salute
Rosemary Blanchard
Benedict B. Christiana
Robert G. Conti
Robert G. Kahnle
Clifford Larkin
Cornelius V. Robbins

From The Commander
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Legion Officers

Fellow Legionnaires, Son’s, and Auxiliary
Members, on behalf of the Legion, I would like to
thank everyone that assisted with the Welcome Back
Party to make it a great evening. To add to the festive
atmosphere, a diamond pin was presented to John
Osterhaut for his dedication and commitment to
supporting activities at our Post. We could not do the
great things we are known for without volunteers like
John. Congratulations Johnny O!
I would like to extend many thanks to Barry
Bedrosian for editing our monthly newsletter and the
Memorial Day Parade Book for the past several years.
I know the time and effort that goes into the 1040
Times publication as I served as editor prior to Barry.
Thank you Barry! I would also like to welcome Frank
DeSorbo to the 1040 Times editorial staff and look
forward to working with him on the publication. On
October 1st Past Commander Steve Riedel and I visited
with the two fourth grade classes at Elsmere
Elementary School to discuss flag etiquette. The classes
have the responsibility for posting and retrieving the
colors every day. We went over their important duties
and presented students with a small flag. Both teachers
and the school principal were very happy and we were
asked to come back next year. I know I look forward to
it!
We need more volunteers and recruits! Please
think of volunteering for an event or assist us with
growing the Legion membership for the Blanchard
Post. Without members and volunteers we cannot
continue to do great things for our veterans and the
community. If you have questions or comments about
the post, I can be reached at 439-3829 or email at
jmartelle@mac.com.

Commander ............................................Jeremy Martelle, Sr.
1st Vice Commander ............................................. Al Hofaker
2nd Vice Commander ........................................... Scott Anson
3rd Vice Commander ......................................... Chris Massie
Adjutant .............................................................. Mike Kanuk
Finance Officer ................................................. Joe Vandeloo
Chaplain ............................................................. Ralph Rahm
Sergeant-at-Arms ............................................ Lyle Maddock
Compliance Officer ............................................ Steve Riedel
Judge Advocate ..................................................Larry Justice
Service Officer ............................................................ Vacant
Historian ...................................................................... Vacant

Veterans Miracle Center
of Jezreel International
On December 11, 2013, Jezreel International
hosted its first Veterans Appreciation Day event where
over 85 veterans came to the Jezreel warehouse to receive
a small token of appreciation. Now, less than a year later,
Jezreel is opening, possibly the first of its kind, a store for
qualified Veterans and their immediate families.
The Veterans Miracle Center is opening in
November on Interstate Avenue in Colonie. The center
will have clothing, personal care products, paper products,
home products, furniture and many other items. All will
be at no cost for our veterans in need. Various services
will also be available.
If you are a veteran in need or know one, please
contact Commander Martelle for a voucher. Access to the
Veterans Miracle Center is available to veterans in need on
an appointment only basis.
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Sons of the Legion News

!

Legion Auxiliary News

Happy Halloween!

Greetings and hope all is well. Sunday November
30th is our last pancake breakfast at the post for this year. .
So please attend, dine or help out as a volunteer. This is a
fundraiser for our unit as well as the SAL’s If you can
work, please call Arlene Rickard at 439-3560.
Our spaghetti dinner scheduled for November 5th
has been changed to Sunday January 18, 2015. Many hands
will be needed, please step up and volunteer. This benefits
our veterans.
The Holiday Gift Program at the VA Hospital is
Wednesday December 3rd from 10 am to 2 pm. Visits are
made to the patients and envelops are addressed to their
loved ones. This is a very rewarding four hours.
Yarn is needed by our members to make lap roles,
baby sets and hats for our veterans. We also need boxes for
the veterans care donations. If you have yarn or boxes, we
thank you for donating it to us.
Membership renewals are being received – dues are
$25. Please send yours in and we hope we can reach our 100
% goal.
We recently learned of the death of Rosemary
Blanchard – our condolences to her family and friends.
The holidays are around the corner, let’s remember
our Veterans along with our families. Seasons Greetings
until next time.

The Son's have held 2 pancake breakfasts with the
Ladies' Auxiliary this fall. Thank you to everyone who
attended and also worked the breakfasts. The Thank-A-Vet
dinner is November 15th. All veterans are welcome to
attend. Please stop down to the lounge and play the new
Queen of Hearts game. I would like to thank all Son's
members who worked at the recent 20 Week Dinner.
Butch Levine, Commander
Sons of the American Legion
‘Paying Tribute to Service of Our Fathers’
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Please remember to support our troops on
active duty assignment. The soldiers listed
below are local soldiers or extended family of
Post 1040. Please take a minute to send them a
card today.

From Glenmont:

PV2 CHRISTOPHER GILIBERTO
2nd Platoon A-Co. 2-34 AR 1ID
Camp Buehring, Kuwait
APO AE 09330
!

Roseann Lohrey, President Legion Auxiliary

Auxiliary Officers

SAL Officers

President ......................................................... Roseann Lohrey
Vice President ...................................................Harriet Minick
Treasurer ............................................................... Tracy Risko
Secretary ........................................................ Dale Lukatschat

Commander .......................................................Butch Levine
1st Vice Commander ........................................... Bob Wagner
2nd Vice Commander ........................................ Wes Hotaling
3rd Vice Commander............................................... John Rees
Adjutant ..............................................................Don Guertze
Treasurer .......................................................... Mike Giacone
Chaplain.......................................................... John Osterhout
Sergeant-at-Arms................................................... Eric Swett
Historian ................................................... Mathew Wilcenski
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November 2014
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1
Auxiliary Hosted
Halloween Party
7 pm

2

3
Post Affairs
6:30pm
Legion Meeting
7 pm

NFL
Football

9

10

4

5

Auxiliary
Meeting
7 pm

6

7

13

14

8

Shuffleboard
7 pm

11

12
Sons of the
Legion Meeting
7 pm

NFL
Football

Shuffleboard
7 pm

15
Thank A Vet
Dinner - 5 pm
Karaoke - 8 pm

16

17

18

19

NFL
Football

20

21

22

28

29

Shuffleboard
7 pm

23

24

NFL Football

30
Breakfast Buffet
9am-Noon
NFL Football

Bd of Directors
7 pm

25

26

27

December 2014
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1

Legion Meeting
7 pm

7

Wednesday
2

Thursday
3

9

10
Sons of the
Legion
Meeting
7 pm

NFL
Football

14

15

NFL
Football

22

16

17

5

6

11

12

13

18

23

24

25
Christmas Day

28

29
Bd of Directors
7 pm

Kids Christmas
Party
1 to 4

19

30

31
New Year’s Eve
Party - 7 pm

20
Tinsel Ball
5:00 cocktails
6:30 dinner
=======
Karaoke at 8

Shuffleboard
League
7 pm

NFL
Football

NFL
Football

4

Shuffleboard
League
7 pm

First Night of
Chanukah

21

Saturday

Shuffleboard
League
7 pm

Auxiliary
Meeting
7 pm

8

Friday

26

27

Editor’s Corner
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2014 Children’s
Christmas Party

Well, the snow will be flying soon and we’ll be
complaining about the cold weather. I won’t complain but
just make another plea for some hands to help produce this
newsletter.

Saturday, December 13, 2014
1pm – 4pm

Over the last two months I created a Production
Manual that breaks down the tasks that need to be completed
to produce the Ten-Forty Times. I divided the task among a
News Editor, Calendar Editor, Copy Editor and Layout
Editor. This eases the burden to about three hours per
person.

Reservations are required!
Please sign up in the Lounge.
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Reservations are required!
Please sign up in the Lounge.

Frank DeSorbo is now serving as the News Editor
and Doug Hasbrouck is serving as the Calendar Editor. I’m
hoping that two of the other 746 members in this great Post
will step up and work with Frank, Doug and me to learn the
needed tasks before I step down at the end of May. That’s
only three issues away. Please give me a call at 437-1199 so
I can show you the ropes.
Barry Bedrosian
Editor

It’s Tinsel Ball Time
##############################
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From The Chairman

Care Packages for Active
Duty Military Personnel

Summer is over, fall was nice and pleasant then
hopefully, winter will be kind this year. The post had a
very good summer and fall and the events planned for
winter will bring us a great year.
The Children's Holiday Party will be on Saturday,
December 13th from 1:00 to 4:00 pm. Children of ages 12
and under will receive gifts. Please call the post, and give
the child’s name, age, and gender. Please sign up as soon
as possible.
The Tinsel Ball will be on Saturday December
20th and cocktails will be served at 5 pm. This will be
followed by dinner at 6:30 and drawings at 8:00 pm. The
raffle tickets are mailed to your homes and should be
arriving shortly. Please be as generous as possible. The
raffle helps fund projects that we need in the near future,
like a new roof and paving the parking lot.
Maryann Bedrosian, Paul Roberts, our wives and
myself attended the meeting at AAA for details on
the Alaskan Cruise. There are so many ways to have this
trip and with the cost, we decided that it would be more
appropriate for you to schedule the trip on your own.
Other travel programs are in the works. There is an
overnight trip to Mohegan Sun in April 2015. More details
to follow.
We are also planning a cruise to the Caribbean in
March of 2016. I would like to wish all members a safe
and happy holiday season. Happy Thanksgiving, Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year.

The Auxiliary is looking for the packages being prepared for
our active duty military men and women. It is important we
remember them during the upcoming holidays. Your
donations can be dropped off at the Legion and put in the
box in the front hall.

Yarn Keeps the Veterans Warm
The Auxiliary is also seeking for donations of yarn that they
use to make blankets for the Veterans. No amount of yarn is
too small or too large. All donations are appreciated. Please
contact Harriet Minick at 439-2857.

!

!"#$%&'(%)*%+((,%-./0%1"2%3$.4%56*%
#$%&'!(!)*$$+,!($)!-.!/0($/+1!2&!3*$!45!2&!67"..8!!
#(/0!3++9!3+!0(:+!(!),(3*$;!3*20!20+!/0($/+!2&!3*$!
6<.=!!>&4!0(:+!20+!1(?+!/0($/+!+(/0!3++9=!
!

@2!20+!)*$$+,A!3+!0(:+!(!),(3*$;!B&,C!
-!D!6E.A!-!D!67..A!7!D!6<..!($)!7!D!6E..!
!

!

F*;$!45!2&)('=!!G2H1!20+!I+12!)+(J!*$!2&3$8!
@!6<.!)*$$+,!($)!(!/0($/+!2&!3*$!?&$+'8!

F+$)!'&4,!$(?+A!50&$+!$4?I+,A!+D?(*J!($)!6<.!2&C!

78(2#9:$%;(<#"$%=">&%?*@*%A%)*%+((,%-./0%
?B%+C%="D.:2%E2#F(G%%E(.8:2G%HI%%?)*J@!
K0+/91!5('(IJ+!2&C!!!"#$%&'()*#+%,()-,./)0121!

Phil Giacone,
Chairman of the Board

Board of Directors

Welcome New Members

Cliff Thompson
Dick Drew
Joe Vandeloo
George Decker
Jeremy Martelle
Mark Wahl
Mike Kanuk
Steve Riedel
Al Hofaker
Larry Justice
Phil Giacone, Chairman

LEGION – George F. Supan
AUX – Janice Hofaker-Tighe
Haley Kresge
Mackenzie Kresge
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ANNUAL THANK-A-VET DINNER
Saturday, November 15
5pm – Roast Pork Dinner
Free to all Veterans and a guest.
Please make your reservation no later than
November 12. Call the Blanchard Post at
439-9819.
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